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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE MERIDIAN HALL, EAST COURT, EAST GRINSTEAD on MONDAY 8th May 

2017
at 7.00 pm

Present: Councillor Mainstone (Town Mayor)
Councillor Mrs Mockford (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett and Mrs Mainstone
Councillors Dabell, Favor, Hodges, Matthews, Mockford, Osborne, 
Peacock, Saull, Sweatman, Whittaker and Wyan.

Also present: 35 members of the public

1 TOWN MAYOR 2016/2017 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ELECTION OF TOWN 
MAYOR 2017/2018

The Town Mayor circulated a report that, on behalf of the Town Council, he had 
attended functions as follows: -

Diary of Events from 9th April 2017 to 7th May 2017

Apr
9 Litter Pick - Ashplats Conservation Group

10 Tour of Saint Hill Manor with Mayor and Mayoress of Crawley  *
13 Tree planting ceremony for 100 years of Scouts – East Court *
14 Sikh festival of Vaisakhi – Mayor of Crawley  at Crawley Council Chamber  *
15 Roshe “Dancing Through Life” special guest Dame Beryl Grey – Hawth Theatre  * 
17 Visit to Knole House – Mayor & Mayoress of Sevenoaks  *
22 Mayor of Newhaven - Charity Dinner    *
23 East Grinstead & District Scouts St George’s Day Parade – St Swithuns   *
23 Sunshine Sevens – East Grinstead Rugby Club   *
25 Meridian Rotary – “My Year as Mayor” – Brambletye Hotel
29 East Grinstead 10 mile Marathon – Rugby Club  *
30 Haywards Heath 10 mile Marathon – Victoria Park  
30 Vintage Bus Day *
May
1 May Fair - EG Lions – High Street  *
7 Closing ceremony – East Grinstead Music and Arts Festival – Chequer Mead  *

*  Mayoress in attendance

Deputy Mayor
Apr 

15 Roshe “Dancing Through Life” special guest Dame Beryl Grey – Hawth Theatre 

The Town Mayor made the following end of year report to the Council:
“It has been a great honour to be East Grinstead’s Town Mayor and certainly one of 
the most enjoyable years of my life.  A lot of people, particularly children, have asked 
me, “What it is like to be Town Mayor?”  It is a unique position that only a few 
Councillors have had the opportunity to experience.  This evening we have with us 
several former Mayors who I am sure will understand this explanation of what it is like 
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to be Mayor.  You may remember a children’s TV programme called “Mr Ben”.  In 
every episode Mr Ben walked into his wardrobe, dressed up in different clothes, came 
out of the wardrobe and became the person he was dressed up as.  Putting on the 
Mayoral Chain (incidentally the most recognisable chain in Mayoral company) is 
similar to Mr Ben’s adventures.  Once the chain is on you become the Mayor.  You 
are instantly “important” and people want you to be important – something that is 
unnerving at first but you grow into the role.  During my year I have always strived to 
use this “being important” in four ways:

 Important to promote  East Grinstead
 Important to represent the Town Council
 Important to accept invitations from local organisations to their events because they 

feel inviting the Mayor adds something special to their occasion
 Important to try and speak to every person individually at an event, find out how 

they fit in and thank them for their contribution.

During the year we have attended 205 events. The Mayoress has accompanied me to
most of these events and the Deputy Mayor has represented me when there have 
been duplicate invitations.  Between us we have honoured every single local 
invitation which I feel very proud to have achieved.  Of special mention are the three 
Mayoral Civic Receptions – the celebration of the 75th AGM of the Guinea Pig Club, 
the 50th anniversary of Town Twinning and the presentation to Olympic Silver 
Medalist Tom Mitchell Captain of the Great Britain Rugby Sevens.  There were 
special occasions during the year:  at Southwark Cathedral, the Queen’s 90th birthday 
celebrations, Care Home week, Armed Forces Day, “The Day Sussex Died”, unveiling 
of the Martyrs Plaque, Sussex Cubs centenary Camp, ATC 75th anniversary UK 
relay, Museums 10th birthday, 70th anniversary of the Old Time Dance Club, unveiling 
ceremony of the Guinea Pig Club memorial at the National Arboretum, Collation of 
Rev Andrew Hawken at St Swithuns.  We have met important people: the Duke of 
Edinburgh , High Sheriffs, Lord Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, Bishops, Members 
of Parliament, Chairmen of District Councils, Mayors of many towns in the South 
East, Olympic Medalists and TV personalities.  However, the people I will particularly 
remember are the families with loved ones in care homes, 109 year old Elizabeth 
Edwards, Margaret Cook and her flags, the local children and all their questions and 
every volunteer who gives their time and effort for others. 
Now it is time to say “Thank You” to people who have supported me throughout my 
Mayoral Year. Thank you to my fellow Town Councillors who voted me into the role a 
year ago and for accompanying me at many of the local events.  Thank you to the 
Council staff for all you do to maintain the good reputation of the Town Council and 
for guiding me through the year.  Thank you to our Town Clerk Julie Holden who has 
given me excellent advice and guidance.  Thank you to the Town Mayor’s secretary, 
Wendy Mackenzie, for looking after the diary and wading through the huge list of 
tasks throughout the year.”

The Town Mayor presented small gifts to the Mayor’s Secretary and other present 
staff. 

“Thank you to the Mayoress, Cllr Christine Mainstone, who has given me wonderful 
support and added an important extra ingredient to every event we have attended 
together” (a presentation of flowers was made)

Turning to his charities, he specifically thanked Jennie Hollins for arranging raffle and 
collections at his various events and presented her with a small gift. 
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“Now I would like to present cheques to the three charities I have been supporting 
during my Year.  We have raised the money in a variety of ways. There have been 
donations from Sir Nicholas Soames and the Pensioners of the QVH, collections at 
the three East Court Live events, a wine raffle at Feast Grinstead, two music quizzes, 
a Murder Mystery evening and the Mayor’s Ball.  I would like to express a special 
thank you to Jennie Hollins for organising raffles at the events, to the Town Traders 
for donating a huge number of raffle prizes for the Ball and to Rick (Harbour Fish Bar) 
for supplying 144 portions of fish and chips free of charge for the recent music quiz.

In total a sum of £9,300 has been for my charities
Jigsaw (South East) I have pleasure in presenting a cheque for £3,100 to Nickey 
Price and Carolyn Steer from Jigsaw.
East Grinstead Town Museum I have pleasure in presenting a cheque for £3,100 to 
Jennie Hollins and Judy Wojtowicz  joint chairmen of the Friends of the Museum.
Bluebell Railway I have pleasure in presenting a cheque for £3,100 to Graham 
Aitken 
In conclusion may I thank everyone for attending Mayor Making this evening.  Your 
support for the Town Council is very much appreciated

I now come to my Deputy, Julie, who has been a tremendous support throughout 
my year as Mayor and carrying out engagements that I was unable to attend.
Cllr Julie Mockford is East Grinstead born and bred.  Her family – the Brookers - go 
back many years and are best known  for the building company Brooker Brothers 
once very important in our town.  She attended Baldwins Hill primary school and 
Imberhorne secondary school and has lived in Baldwins Ward ever since.  She has 
worked for several organisations in East Grinstead and at present she works at the 
Queen Victoria Hospital.  When you speak to Julie she knows almost everyone in 
the town and has a great memory of bygone days.
I first met Julie at the Imberhorne and Baldwins Neighbourhood Panel when we 
used to meet at David Hewitt’s house under the guidance of our local PCSO.  We 
would sit around the log fire dreaming up three ways we could improve the Wards. It 
was not long before Julie suggested to the Panel that instead of dreaming about 
improvements we should get out and make them happen!  Very soon Julie was 
organising litter clear ups, getting residents out clearing paths and we planned and 
built the schools garden in the Lingfield Road Rec.  These were early signs of a 
person with a passion for improving the town and perhaps a possible future Town 
Councillor.
This determination and enthusiasm for improving the town has flourished! We all 
respect and admire the energy Julie has given to her role as Chairman of East 
Grinstead in Bloom. She has managed to bring people together and developed 
ideas on how this organisation should move forward.  Locally there are always 
projects going on and the judging of gardens in the town culminating with a great 
prize giving event here in the Meridian Hall.  In the South and South East in Bloom 
competition Julie has led the town in winning many awards which we are very proud.  
This has all culminated in Julie becoming a South and South East in Bloom judge 
which is high recognition indeed.
In 2015 Julie was elected to the Town Council to represent Baldwins Ward.  She 
has been the Ward representative on the Planning Committee, Vice Chairman of 
Public Services, appointed as a Council representative on the CIO of Chequer 
Mead, elected as Deputy Mayor in 2016………. which brings us to this important 
moment of electing our new Town Mayor, it gives me great pleasure to nominate Cllr 
Mrs Julie Mockford to become Town Mayor and wish her a very successful and 
enjoyable year.”

The proposal was seconded by Councillor Sweatman.
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RESOLVED: That Councillor Mrs Mockford be elected Town Mayor for the 
civic year 2017/2018.

Councillor Mrs Mockford then made and subscribed to the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

COUNCILLOR MRS MOCKFORD IN THE CHAIR

The Town Mayor made the following speech: 
“Thank you Councillor Mainstone.
I would like to pay tribute to our past Mayor – Cllr Bob Mainstone for the excellent 
service he has given throughout the year as Mayor.
Bob has been exceptionally busy, travelling far and wide, representing our town so 
admirably, ably assisted by his Lady Mayoress – Cllr Christine Mainstone.
Bob has the enviable quality of being able to talk to anyone and make them feel 
valued and appreciated. It must also be said that Bob’s anecdotes are the stuff of 
legend!
Bob has worked tirelessly for his chosen charities and I am sure both he and 
Christine are now looking forward to relaxing at their caravan for more than just a 
fleeting visit.
Only one thing to say – and that is Thank you for all your hard work in the past year, 
as our Town Mayor.
I would now like to tell you who my charities are for the coming year.
I have chosen three local charities that all mean something personally.

Queen Victoria Hospital Charitable Funds
I intend to raise money for signage and way finding lines, this will show people 
where we have come from, where we are and where we are going.  Patients often 
say “This place is a maze” to which I reply “yes, but it’s also amazing!”  I am proud to 
work there – and even more proud to support it.

Chequer Mead Community Arts Centre
Having been a Dance and Drama teacher in the years BC and having “trod the 
boards” on many occasions in the Company of Friends and EGOS, I want to ensure 
that this jewel in the crown of East Grinstead remains in the town for future 
generations to use and love.

The Myfanwy Townsend Melanoma Trust
I knew Myf through the Operatic Society productions at the Adeline Genee theatre 
where we both performed. I admire her husband Harry immensely for his
phenomenal fundraising following her death from this disease, and as a gardener 
myself I want people to be aware of this dreadful disease that is on the increase; 
and try, through fundraising and research to find a cure.
I look forward to raising money for these three charities in my mayoral year 
2017/2018.  Finally, thank you again for electing me as your Town Mayor for 2017 –
2018.”

“I would like to present a gift to my husband, Norman, in anticipation of the support 
he will give me throughout the year, those of you who know me won’t be surprised 
to hear that the gift is made of wood and those who know him will appreciate why a 
watch will ensure that we are always on time.” (The Town Mayor presented 
Councillor Norman Mockford with a wooden watch).

2 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 2017/2018
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It was proposed by Councillor Mainstone, seconded by Councillor Sweatman and 
agreed by a show of hands that Cllr Whittaker be elected as Deputy Town Mayor.

RESOLVED: That Councillor Whittaker be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the
civic year 2017/2018.

Councillor Whittaker then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Reeves, who had a business commitment. Cllr 
Mrs Russell and Cllr Webster, who both had personal commitments.

4 MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meetings held on 3rd April 
2017, having been previously circulated be confirmed 
and signed by the Town Mayor.

5 DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS

There were none.   

6 APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Proposed by the Town Mayor and seconded by the Deputy Town Mayor.

RESOLVED: In accordance with TR8 of the Town Council’s Standing Orders 
whereby the Leader of the majority group on the Town Council 
at any time will assume the position of Leader of the Council.  
Cllr Sweatman was appointed by a show of hands to be leader 
of the Council for 2017/18

7 MEMBERS' ATTENDANCES 2016/2017

Council received a tabled schedule showing Councillors' attendances at meetings of 
Council and Committee meetings during 2016/2017 civic year.   

8 STANDING COMMITTEES - 2017/2018 CIVIC YEAR

Noting that the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor were ex-officio for all 
committees it was  

RESOLVED: (i) That Councillors Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Favor, Mainstone, Mrs 
Mainstone, Mockford, Osborne, Peacock and Webster 
should serve on the Planning Committee

(ii) That Councillors Mrs Bennett, Hodges, Mainstone, Mrs 
Mainstone, Matthews, Mockford, Mrs Russell, Saul and 
Webster should serve on the Public Services Committee.

(iii) That Councillors Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, 
Mockford, Osborne, Peacock, Sweatman and Wyan should 



6

serve on the Amenities & Tourism Committee

(iv) That Councillors, Mrs Belsey, Hodges, Osborne, Reeves,
Sweatman, and Webster along with the Chairmen of the 
other three standing committees serve on the Finance & 
General Purposes Committee.

9 ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL MEETING

The meeting was the adjourned at 7.55pm to elect the chairmen and Vice 
chairmen of the respective committees 

10 RESUMPTION OF COUNCIL MEETING at 8pm

The Council resumed following the appointment of the Chairmen and Vice 
Chairmen of the following committees:-

Chairman Vice Chairman
(a) Planning Cllr Dabell Cllr Mockford
(b) Public Services Cllr Mrs Bennett Cllr Webster
(c) Amenities and Tourism Cllr Peacock Cllr Mrs Mainstone
(d) Finance and General Purposes Cllr Sweatman Cllr Mainstone

11 TIME OF COMMENCEMENT OF MEETINGS AND PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

It was noted that all Council meetings would commence at 7.00 p.m. and that Public 
Question Time would continue to be held prior to each statutory and ordinary 
Council meeting, subject to the ordinary business of those Council meetings 
commencing not later than 7.30 p.m.  Members also noted that the dates of 
meetings during the 2017/2018 civic year would be as approved in accordance with 
Finance & General Purposes Committee Minute 237 on 15th December 2016 and 
Council minute 60 of 9th January 2017.

12 SIGNING OF CHEQUES

RESOLVED: That all cheques and other orders for the payment of money 
by the East Grinstead Town Council during the Municipal Year 
2016/2017, with the exception of payments on the Town 
Council’s Imprest Account (see Min 14 below), shall be signed 
by any two of Councillors Cllrs Mrs Belsey, Mrs Mockford, 
Osborne, Saull, Sweatman and Wyan. 

13 IMPREST ACCOUNT

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk, namely Mrs J W Holden, be authorised 
to sign all cheques on the Imprest Account during the 
Municipal Year 2017/201 in respect of payment of wages and 
petty cash, subject to such amounts not exceeding £5,900 in 
any one month.  In the absence of the Town Clerk, any of the 
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six Members authorised to sign cheques on the main account 
(Minute 13 above) be authorised to sign.

14 REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

RESOLVED: That the under-mentioned Members represent the Town 
Council on the following organisations until the next Annual 
Meeting of the Town Council, with the exception of items 6
and 13 as explained. 

1. East Grinstead Town Twinning Assoc:  
(Cllrs Hodges)

2. Mid Sussex District Assoc of parish Councils: 
(Cllrs Mrs Russell and Whittaker*)

3. Age UK East Grinstead and District
(Cllr Saull)

4. East Grinstead Music and Arts Festival: 
(Cllr Favor)

5. Disability Access Group (East Grinstead and area) 
(Cllr Mrs Mainstone)

6. East Grinstead Town Museum 
(Cllr Mainstone, who is trustee whilst remaining a Town Councillor)

7. East Grinstead in Bloom 
(Cllr Matthews)

8. East Grinstead Business Association Exec comm. 
(Cllr Webster)

9. East Grinstead Shopping promotions committee 
(Cllrs Sweatman & Dabell)

10. East Grinstead Fairtrade Town Steering Group
( Cllr Mockford)

11. Mid Sussex Assoc of Town Councils as there is no minority group leader a 
fourth member of the majority group is proposed – Town Mayor, Cllrs 
Reeves Mrs Russell, and Wyan

12. Greenstede Talking News for the Blind 
(Cllr Peacock)

13. Queen Victoria Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 
(Cllr Webster as a Stakeholder Governor for 4 years)

14. Felbridge Beef and Faggott Trust
(Cllr Dabell)

15. SANG Steering Group (MSDC)
(Cllrs Osborne and Whittaker)

16. Sports Council 
(Cllr Wyan)

17. Foodbank
(Cllr Favor)
*Cllr Whittaker is also the EGTC representative appointed to the WSALC 
AGM
It was also noted with thanks given to those who served on outside bodies
last year, noting that following a review the council had introduced some new 
ones and removed some others. All community groups success in the town
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were wished success whether they had a council representative allocated or 
not.    

15 AUDIT

Members noted that details of the 2016/2017 audit of accounts would be reported to 
Finance & General Purposes Committee on 15 June 2017. 

The meeting closed at  8.06p.m.

SIGNED:

TOWN MAYOR


